
By Seth Daniel

Most doctors and providers 
have found it very hard to keep 
up with the ‘cocktail’ of drugs 
being used illicitly by those on the 
streets, and that’s been particularly 
hard for prescribers in the Mass/

Cass area of the South End – 
where drug use often is one or two 
steps ahead of those who study it.

That has changed a great deal 
with the introduction of SPOT 
at Boston Healthcare for the 
Homeless, Dr. Jessica Gaeta told 
the South End Forum’s Opiate 

Working Group on Tuesday, May 
22. SPOT is a pilot program that is 
two years old and monitors those 
who are too sedated to remain on 
the street. 

Gaeta said being able to moni-

By Beth Treffeisen 

Having a baseball stadium in 
the heart of a residential neigh-
borhood can be a hard balancing 
act, as some residents love all the 
new activity surrounding the park, 
and others just want some free 
weekends to relax in their homes 
without the fuss of the traffic and 
noise. 

At a Red Sox community meet-
ing at Fenway Park, on Tuesday, 
May 15, residents came out to 
enjoy complimentary snacks as 
they discussed the upcoming 
events and how the neighborhood 
will be impacted by them. 

“We want to make sure we 

provide an astounding entertain-
ment experience for the more 
than 3 million people who come 
through Fenway Park each year,” 
said David Friedman, senior vice 
president, legal and government 
affairs for the Boston Red Sox. 
“At the same time we want to 
enable neighborhood residents 
and businesses access to Fenway 
Park.” 

During the off-season, Friedman 
said, they hit a re-set button and 
started to work more closely with 
neighborhood groups by creating 
a new Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee. 
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WGMS HOSTS ArtSE AT SOWA 

TROPICALIENTE

Fenway Park works to 
mitigate impacts to the 

surrounding neighborhood

FENWAY NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT
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(SPOT program Pg. 2)

Providers have learned of new dangers 
in prescription drugs through SPOT

Airbnb host in 
the South End 
welcomes new 
regulations to 
an extent 

By Beth Treffeisen

Along West Brookline Street in 
the South End, a brick row-house 
with two large flags, front gar-
den and flowers pouring down 
the front staircase blends in to 
the neighborhood streetscape. But, 
up through the front entryway a 
unique Airbnb experience awaits 
travelers who visit from across the 
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IT’S A RINGER! Kim Chan, parent of two students, plays the ring toss 
game during the 10th annual TropiCaliente School fundraiser for the 
Hurley K-8 School in the South End last Friday night, May 18, at the 
Benjamin Franklin Institute. See more photos on Pages 4 and 5.
  

Genaro ‘Gio’ Ortega – the lead artist in painting the new Peters Park 
mural last summer – is shown at the blockbuster ArtSE fundraiser and 
party on Tuesday night, May 22, in the SoWa Art and Design District. 
Here, he is doing a live painting of his daughter on a tethered rabbit 
skin. He said the skin accepts paint very well, but the colors have to 
be built up over a period of hours. ArtSE was put on by Washington 
Gateway Main Street to promote public art and raise funds for the orga-
nization. Hundreds attended in the old Mohr + McPherson furniture 
store space. See more photos on Page 13.

Elizabeth Bertolozzi, president of the Fenway Garden Society waves to the crowd as she prepares to throw out 
the first pitch. See more photos on Page 8.
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MR. BOSTON
By Phineas J. Stone

Time to start diggin' the clams againMEMORIAL DAY IS A TIME 
FOR REFLECTION

The Memorial Day weekend is upon is, a three-day weekend that for 
most Americans marks the start of the summer season. Many will cel-
ebrate appropriately with barbecues and outdoor activities with family 
and friends.

However, amidst our festivities, we should not forget that Memorial 
Day is America's most solemn national holiday, marking our nation's 
tribute to those who made the Supreme Sacrifice for our country.

Memorial Day initially was observed on May 30 and was known as 
Decoration Day, in an era before the turn of the 20th Century, when the 
Northern states paid tribute to the Union soldiers, who gave their lives 
to preserve America as we know it, by decorating their graves that were 
a part of the landscape of every Northern city and village.

However, the new century soon brought with it wars, seemingly 
every generation, that would give new meaning to the words Supreme 
Sacrifice. Starting with the Spanish-American War in 1898, American 
blood was shed on foreign soil in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the 
Gulf War, and then Iraq and Afghanistan, not to mention other far-off 
places around the world.

Although history has been less than kind in judging the wisdom of our 
policy makers in involving us in many of these conflicts, what is beyond 
dispute is that in every war to which we have sent our young men and 
women, they have performed with courage and patriotism in the belief 
that they were serving the best interests of our nation.

For those of us who have been spared the horrors of war, it is difficult, 
if not impossible, to appreciate the sacrifices that have been made on our 
behalf by those who served -- and died -- while wearing the uniform.

It is these brave Americans, who gave "the last full measure," whom 
we honor on Memorial Day. Without their heroic efforts, we would not 
be writing this editorial -- nor would you be reading it.

So as we enjoy the long holiday weekend with friends and family, let 
each of us resolve to take a moment -- if not longer -- to thank those who 
gave their lives in order that we might be able to enjoy the freedoms that 
make America the greatest nation on earth.

tor those who are at the epicenter 
of the opiate crisis on Mass/Cass 
has helped them to learn what 
drugs are being used, and most 
importantly, what prescription 
drugs are being misused.

“We have learned a great deal 
about the cocktail of drugs used 
here and patterns of that cocktail,” 
she told the Working Group in 
making a presentation on SPOT’s 
two-year anniversary.

While opiates are the focal point 
of the crisis on Mass/Cass, many 
times users will combine an opiate 
with another drug to enhance the 
effects. In times past on Mass/Cass, 
an opiate was used in combination 
with Klonopin. However, that has 
morphed and changed, and Gaeta 

said some of the drugs now being 
used heavily would surprise most 
doctors who prescribe them.

“The one I’m most worried 
about right now is Clonodine, 
which is used for high blood pres-
sure and psychotic moods,” she 
said. “Most prescribers are not 
aware at all that’s being used. 
SPOT has helped us to highlight 
that. I’m still finding a lot of doc-
tors who had no idea it could be 
misused, but we’re trying to let 
them all know.”

The drug has a sedative effect, 
and when combined with an opi-
ate, can really help users to “check 
out,” as they often describe it. 
The drug is typically used for high 
blood pressure, for cancer pain 

and for some ADHD treatments.
Two other drugs Gaeta said they 

learned about were ‘Johnnie’s,’ or 
Neurontin – which is typically pre-
scribed for nerve pain like shingles. 
The second is Phenergan, which 
is a drug used to treat nausea or 
allergies. Phenergan was a com-
plete surprise to the medical com-
munity, she said.

“What the patients in SPOT are 
teaching us is these other meds can 
exacerbate the sedating effect,” she 
said. “If your goal is to check out, 
and the opiate isn’t doing it any-
more, these meds will do it. That 
has impacted our prescribing, but 
there is still a lot of room to grow.”

There are a select few in Boston 
who have had the experience of 
diggin’ clams out in the mudflats 
of Boston Harbor – with their little 
shovels, picks and buckets, they 
bring home a treat starting about 
this time of year that is purely 
Boston.

I love clams in the spring and in 
the summer, especially the full bel-
lies. If you just got here or you’re 
a tourist reading this column, do 
me a favor…don’t buy clam strips 
unless you’re broke.

Always go for the full belly. 
Maybe the idea of what that 
means isn’t appetizing, but beyond 
the fact, the taste is unbeatable.

Some of the best clams can be 
found at shacks down in Quincy, 
or even up on the North Shore. 
But you don’t have to leave Boston 
to be rewarded with a full-bellied 
beauty. Morse Fish had some great 
clams, but they’re going out of 
business. There’s also places like 
the Barking Crab and a lot of other 
holes in the wall where they serve 
up a nice plate of fried clams.

My favorite part of clams are 
the gents that dig them up.

There’s no way around it, clam 
digging is hard work, and it ain’t 
made for everyone. You’ll see them 
digging off of Logan Airport or 
over by JFK Library.

Clammers are a strange breed, 
and there are a lot of types.

Most all of them are foul-
mouthed and talk too much, as 
you don’t have to be quiet like 
when you’re fishing. They go out 
early in the morning usually at the 
low tide, and so that means they 
also smell. Try as you might, you 
can’t really get rid of the scent of 

low-tide muck.
A lot of clammers are ex-cons, 

as anyone with a record in this 
state can’t get a really great job.

Clamming is cash only. You dig 
for dollars. There are no paychecks 
or payroll companies in clamming.

When I used to frequent the 
clam beds with a friend of mine, 
nearly every guy was an ex-con, 
and they all either packed heat or 
weapons. Reason being:  Hanging 
around a bunch of ex-cons with 
cash, or in the case of the dug 
clam, potential cash, made for 
an inviting target. The odds were 
against you even if nine out of 10 
guys were pleasant.

Then there are the hustlers, 
the guys that are working like 10 
jobs at the same time. In case no 
one knew it, Boston guys in the 
underbelly of this City invented 
multi-tasking and shared work-
spaces long before it was Uber to 
do so.

A guy would go dig clams at the 
break of dawn, grab his cash and 
head off to a regular job.

One guy I knew used to brag 
out on the mudflats that he was 
getting paid for five jobs going at 
once while he was diggin’. It prob-
ably wasn’t legal by any means, 
but only in the Boston of old times 
could a fella pull that off – if it 
were in fact true.

This guy said he was out on 
paid leave from the Post Office, 
had clocked in on a night shift 
for the old Boston Edison, was 
the on-call plumber for a prop-
erty management company that 
morning, had double-subbed a taxi 
medallion to a guy from Puerto 
Rico, had a barroom in Medford 

going full on and there he was – 
also diggin’ clams.

If you want to get to the heart of 
the folks that dig those full bellies, 
that’s pretty much the scam.

But hey, I like ‘em just the same.
•     •     •

Memorial Day is coming up 
this weekend, and I have to say 
it always saddens me to see the 
sometimes-crass disregard for vet-
erans in our town.

There are a lot of heroes march-
ing around the streets, yelling 
about their causes and it’s good 
and right. They get glorified, the 
news covers their every move.

Their voices are heard night in 
and night out.

Their bravery comes in standing 
up to power, which these days, has 
really become so en vogue that it’s 
less about a cause for a lot and 
more about a fashion statement.

I like to think of the quiet guy 
who dodged bullets, who saw 
his best friend killed, who stared 
down the barrel of a gun and came 
back home to think about it for a 
few decades.

What about the man or woman 
who faced the enemy and had to 
make the quick decision to kill 
another human being? What kind 
of brawn does it take to make that 
decision and then live with it for a 
lifetime?

No one wants to kill anyone, 
but war is hell. Some chose to go 
there awhile for us.

This is what we should celebrate 
and remember in these hardened 
times – particularly on Memorial 
Day.
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Inspired Ornamental, LLC
Professional Plaster Artisans that specialize in Decorative 
Plaster and Ornamental Plaster Molding

Decorative Ceiling and MedallionsRestorations New Custom Plaster Moldings
The artisans at Inspired Ornamental specialize in new custom decorative crown molding as well as restoration 
on existing decorative plaster crown molding due to water damage or age. We cut our own knives so that we are 

able to match any and all existing molding. Our artisans have over 50 years of combined experience and have 
worked on hundreds of projects throughout Boston. No job is too big, or too small. If a designer, architect, or 

home owner can dream it, we can create it!

(603) 893-1001 ~  www.inspiredornamental.com

Representatives from various 
business and neighborhood groups 
sent a liaison to talk things out 
with the Red Sox and come up 
with solutions. 

This neighborhood meeting was 
conducted a bit differently than 
those in years past. After a short 
presentation of upcoming events 
in Fenway Park, residents were 
broken up into groups to discuss 
their biggest concerns surrounding 
activity that emanates from the 
ballpark. 

After the small groups discussed, 
the room came back together to 
share what they talked about.

One of the biggest continuing 
concerns from residents is how 
there is noone tracking the sound 
decibels during concerts at Fenway 
Park. 

“It is disturbing to me that we 
are not talking about things that 
really impact our community such 
noise and the number of concerts,” 
said Marie Fukuda of the Fenway 
Civic Association. “What’s being 
done to address it? There are a 
number of acts and different noise 
levels each night - there needs to 
be a study.” 

This year, the City of Boston 
granted the Red Sox 12 concert 
dates but, they only have 10 
booked so far. All of the concerts 
will be let out by 10:30 p.m. 
The Red Sox have also committed 
to cleaning up more surrounding 
areas of Fenway Park of trash, 
directly after each concert. 

The Boston Police Department 
has not committed to doing a 
noise-level study and neither has 
Live Nation, which runs the con-
certs out of Fenway Park. 

“The sound monitoring is frus-
trating,” said Friedman. “We are 
not just trying to blow by our 
limits. We do want to keep things 
under control. and that’s why we 
have sound checks. and it really 
doesn’t matter what the sound 
decibels are, but are we too loud?”

Friedman added that it is up to 
the City’s licensing board to moni-
tor the sound levels. 

One resident said it is really 
based on the wind, direction and 
speed during the evening of the 
concert. 

“It is hard to predict on a day 
when it’s going to be loud,” said 
Lauren Dewey Platt of the Fenway 
Community Center. “But, there 
are times when it is incredibly 
loud.” 

Friedman responded. saying, 
“The most important thing to us 
is the complaints. If it is too loud, 
it’s too loud.”

Earlier in the meeting new D-4 
Captain Steven Sweeney gave an 
update on what he has been work-
ing on in the neighborhood and 
answered questions from residents. 

Sweeney has been on the job for 

two months, meeting with neigh-
borhood groups and working out 
the problems. 

“It is a big district but after 
speaking to a number of commu-
nity groups, two big issues arose; 
one is over the street with the 
[Fenway Victory Gardens] and the 
second is people coming in for the 
concerts,” said Sweeney. 

Sweeney said he has been send-
ing more crews down to the gar-
dens after he noticed an increase in 
drug usage and dealing, as well as 
minor thefts such as wheel barrels. 
Many people also create tempo-
rary shelters in the reeds and steal 
wood to pitch tents on top so 
water doesn’t get in. 

“We have all the sherifs going 
through there make sure no 
unwanted activity is going on 
there,” said Sweeney. 

In regards to concerts, Sweeney 
said they are working with the Red 
Sox to help ease up traffic after 
people get let out. 

But, the problem Sweeney said 
is filling the traffic detail. Typically 
during a baseball game, they have 
32 police officers, (if its a Yankee 
game 52), who are helping to 
direct traffic in major intersections 
from Kenmore Square to Park 
Drive in the Fenway. 

Often times most of those posts 
don’t get filled because police offi-
cers would have to work overtime. 
During a previous game only seven 
police officers showed up to fill the 
detail work. 

“Obviously, if it is a public 
safety concern, I talk to the high-
er-ups to make sure we have more 
officers,” said Sweeney. 

Lastly, a resident brought up 
the concern of Uber and Lyft driv-
ers who stop in the middle of the 
street to pick up or let out passen-
gers, stopping traffic and causing 
more backups. 

“They are not regulated by the 
city and they should be,” said 
Sweeney. “I’m highly conscious 
of this situation…it's a real issue 
by me.”

Since he started as captain he 
has pushed for more tickets to be 
issued to cars that stop traffic. 

In addition, Claire Durant, 
director of business and govern-
ment affairs said the Red Sox are 
in talks with both Lyft, Uber and 
the City to create designated geo-
spots for pick up and drops offs 
near Beacon and Boylston Streets. 

The City said they are in the 
works in coming up with a pilot 
program and Uber has voluntarily 
said they will do it but, Lyft has 
not yet. 

The concert hotline for com-
plaints: 617-226-6000

Staff Report

After two years of review and 
numerous public meetings and 
hearings, the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) gave 
their final nod of approval to allow 
the 115 Winthrop Square Tower to 
move forward. 

The tower will replace a City-
owned garage with a mixed-used 
tower containing more than 1.6 
millions square feet of residential, 
office, retail, restaurant, parking 
and other commercial space. The 
project is expected to contain up to 
55 stories, with a building height 
of about 664 feet. 

Millennium Partners still needs 
approval from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, because of 
shadows and other impacts on 
historic buildings downtown, and 
another round of zoning approval 
from the city. 

The central public feature of 
the project is the Great Hall, an 
approximately 12,000 square-foot 
space that will serve as a cultural 
and commercial anchor for the 
project. The Great Hall will create 
a new pedestrian path between 

Federal and Devonshire streets and 
strengthen the connection to an 
enhanced Winthrop Square Park. 

To ensure economic inclusion, 
the City of Boston has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Millennium Partners 
to promote economic inclusiveness 
and equity and provide participa-
tion, access and training opportu-
nities. 

The MOU will enhance oppor-
tunities for women and minori-
ty-owned businesses by providing 
at least 15 percent of the contract 
value of its construction and archi-
tect contracts for these firms. 

The project will satisfy the 
City of Boston’s Inclusionary 
Development Policy (IDP) by 
creating off-site, income-restrict-
ed rental and homeownership 
units, currently slated for a site in 
Chinatown, and will contribute an 
additional $4 million to the IDP 
fund. 

In addition to the $163 million 
payment to the City of Boston that 
will support affordable housing 
and open space, 115 Winthrop 
Square will generate benefits for 
residents of Boston including creat-
ing a energy efficient, resilient and 

environmentally friendly tower 
that will achieve LEED Platinum 
certifiability and adopt the princi-
ples of “Passive House Institute” 
design in the office component.  

A fund of $125,000 annually 
for 40 years will go towards main-
taining and improving the Boston 
Common, Boston Public Garden 
and the Commonwealth Mall to 
mitigate shadow impacts. 

Millennium Partners will 
contribute $250,000 to fund a 
Downtown Planning Study and 
another $150,000 to the City of 
Boston Transportation Department 
to fund a bus rapid-transit plan.

In addition, they will generate 
an estimated $120,000 per year 
assessment toward the Downtown 
Boston Business Improvement 
District (BID) and will collaborate 
with the BID regarding public safe-
ty and quality-of-life issues in the 
downtown neighborhood.

Lastly, the project will gener-
ate about $4,795,500 in housing 
linkage funds and $960,250 in job 
linkage funds for the benefit of 
the city, or equivalent job and or 
housing creation programs. 

Winthrop Square Tower moves 
forward with key approval

Photos & Story by Beth Treffeisen

Residents of the South End and 
around the city lined up to speak 
to Mayor Martin Walsh during 
his Neighborhood Coffee Hour at 
Titus Sparrow Park Tuesday, May 
1. The sunny weather drove resi-
dents out to speak to their elected 
officials about problems they are 
having in their neighborhood. 

Neighborhood Coffee Hours 
give residents a unique opportu-
nity to speak directly with Mayor 
Walsh and staff from City depart-
ments. Representatives from the 
Boston Public Library, Parks, 
Police Department, and Boston 
Center for Youth & Families were 

in attendance. 
Free coffee and breakfast treats 

were provided by Dunkin' Donuts, 
as well as fresh fruit from Whole 
Foods. Each family received a 
flowering plant grown in the City’s 
greenhouses as a gift from Mayor 
Walsh. 

“This is one of my favorite 
neighborhoods because you’re 
involved,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“Sometimes we surprise you by 
doing our jobs without being 
asked, and we’ll continue to try 
and do that.”

Mayor Walsh stated plans 
to invest $1.98 million to reno-
vate Titus Sparrow Park with an 
improved playground and updates 

to the tennis and basketball courts. 
He also announced, $2.4 mil-
lion for renovating Ramsay Park 
including a new play lot, bas-
ketball courts, tennis courts and 
more. 

The City will invest $4.2 
million towards the South Bay 
Harbor Trail, which will serve as 
an important link in the City’s 
Greenway. 

Roadways will also get some 
upgrades with a $1.75 million 
investment to conduct resurfac-
ing, pavement markings, and new 
traffic signals to Washington Street 

Neighborhood Coffee Hour at Titus Sparrow Park 

(Coffee Hour Pg. 9)
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south end
garden tour

Saturday, June 16
10AM—4PM

IN ADVANCE:  
Trustees Members $24  
Nonmembers $30
DAY OF TOUR:  
Trustees Members $28 
Nonmembers $35

TICKETS:

For more info, to volunteer in exchange for a free ticket, and to buy tickets:

thetrustees.org/segt
Tour Start: South End Branch of the Boston Public Library, located at 685 Tremont Street

Thank you to our sponsors!
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The 10th annual TropiCaliente fundraiser was an opportunity for 
the faculty, parents of students, and neighbors of the Hurley K-8 School 
to get together to raise some money for the school and have some fun. 
Music, dancing, silent auction items, carnival games, food, drink, and 
assistance of the Boston Sisters Of Perpetual Indulgence made for truly 
special evening.

10TH ANNUAL TROPICALIENTE FUNDRAISER

Anton Savechenko and Liliana Jimenez of Rumba y Timbal dance to the 
delight of the audience.

Board members of NPHS, Neighborhood Parents for the Hurley School, are thanked by Hurley School 
Principal Marjorie Soto.
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10TH ANNUAL TROPICALIENTE FUNDRAISER

Isabelle Chase, Emily Callejas, and Sonia Wu.

David Jones and Carmine 
Raguzzo.Molly Malloy and Abby Fierman.

Sister Sandra Musique of the Boston Sisters Of Perpetual Indulgence serves falafel balls to the attendees of 
TropiCaliente.

Tricia Azzarello, Peter Houston, and Mary Ann McChesney. Amy and Ethan d’Ablemont 
Burnes.
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world. 
Once inside, a 20-foot chrome 

brass tree reaches up to the third 
floor, as a white piano is ready to 
play. Lining the walls are multiple 
pieces of artwork, sculptures, and 
family photos, making this apart-
ment eclectic and welcoming at the 
same time. 

For Airbnb Super Host Edward 
LeMay, this way of life may soon 
be jeopardized if the current pro-
posed Ordinance Allowing Short-
Term Residential Rentals is passed, 
as is, by the Boston City Council. 

“I’m totally behind the Mayor’s 
proposal,” said LeMay. “We all 
don’t want empty apartments with 
no host in sight, I don’t want that 

either.”
But, LeMay said, if it is passed 

he would lose 60 percent of his 
annual income because of the 120-
day limit on operators of own-
er-adjacent units. This would force 
LeMay to lose a lot of his invest-
ment and eventually force him to 
sell his three-family home.

“My short-term rentals are my 
retirement income, augment my 
long-term care aka assisted living 
insurance, and allow me to con-
tinue living in neighborhood that 
I have been supporting and yes, 
creating, since I first moved here in 
1978,” LeMay wrote in a letter to 
Mayor Martin Walsh.

Mayor Martin Walsh filed the 

amended version of the short-term 
rental ordinance on May 9, and the 
Boston City Council held a work-
ing session on Monday, May 21. 
Councilors were split over Walsh’s 
proposal to restrict Airbnb’s and 
voiced differing views on the 120-
day limit. 

At-large City Councilor 
Michelle Wu reported that City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards remains 
concerned about the 120-day on 
owner-adjacent units and hopes 
to revisit this. Councilor Matt 
O’Malley agreed and asked why 
the cap was set at 120-days and is 
not sure whether 120 days is too 
many or too few days. 

Lastly, Wu reported that 
Councilor Kim Janey is also con-
cerned about the 120-day cap as, 
“being too hard on the little guy 
(or little woman!),” but supports 
this as a compromise and wants to 
see something done. 

The guidelines established by 
the short-term rentals takes a 
three-tiered approach in classifi-
cation.

The first is a limited share unit 
or a private bedroom or shared 
space in the owners primary resi-
dence. The second is a home share 
unit or a whole unit available for 
short-term rental at the primary 
residence of the owner.

The third is an owner-adjacent 
unit that consists of an owner-oc-
cupied two-or three-family build-
ing, in which the owner lists a sec-
ondary unit as a short term rental 
up to 120 nights per year. In addi-
tion, the owner is able to list the 
primary residence for an unlimited 
number of nights per year. 

The regulations will require the 
unit to register with the City of 
Boston each year to verify compli-
ance with the ordinance. 

“Just like we provide afford-
able housing we should provide 
affordable, short-term housing to 
as many people as possible,” said 
LeMay. “We should make sure 
that everyone is provided for and 

has a quality experience in the city 
of Boston.”

LeMay has been an Airbnb host 
since 2013 and has since had over 
1,000 bookings. He’s been offering 
two suites and two apartments for 
rent to 10 guests per evening. He 
has an overall rating of 4.8 stars 
out of 5, of close to 900 ratings. 

LeMay said he is willing to 
pay city and state taxes to certify, 
regulate, and prevent abuses of 
short term platforms like Airbnb 
by deep pocket investors. 

He added that his Airbnb con-
tributes to the South End as over 
2,500 guests since 2013 have eaten 
two to three meals per day in 
restaurants in the neighborhood 
and stay in the city longer because 
they have more disposable income 
for dinners, theaters, sporting 
events and shopping.

In addition, the online platform 
of Airbnb where hosts can rate 
guests and guests can rate hosts, he 
said, serves as an important tool to 
weed out any unwanted situations. 

“Airbnb does what Inspectional 
Services Department (ISD) doesn’t 
do,” said LeMay. “It is totally 
transparent. If someone is misbe-
having, Airbnb and other compa-
nies will flag them out.”

LeMay hopes that the City 
decides to go with a Pilot Program 
to get hosts like him to apply to 
the city and get a seal of approval 

to operate but, he would like to 
see the 120-day limit taken out for 
owner-adjacent units.

Until the decision is made 
LeMay said he will continue to be, 
“a host in life.”

To find out more about 
Ed LeMay’s Airbnb visit 
NedInnBoston.com. 

Kenmore Square post office to move with no replacement in mind

Airbnb (from pg. 1)

Ed LeMay’s family memorabilia lines the wall of the staircase that wel-
comes guests into his Airbnb.  

Ed LeMay stands in front of his 
20-foot chrome brass tree and 
piano in the lobby of his Airbnb 
on West Brookline Street in the 
South End. 

One of the bedrooms, featuring artwork inspired by the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum.

By Beth Treffeisen 

Tucked behind Kenmore Square 
at 11 Deerfield Street, the large 
central post office and distribution 
center is looking for a new loca-
tion after their lease expires this 
November. So far, no new location 
has been found to replace this well-
used location.

The centrally located post office 
currently serves Boston University 
students, nearby businesses and 
is the distribution center for the 
many residences in the area. 

Kurtis Bullard, real estate spe-

cialist for UPS, believes they will 
find two separate locations, one 
for the retail and the other for the 
distribution center. 

“This is a challenging project,” 
said Bullard. “especially because 
adequate parking is hard to find.”

Bullard said they are currently 
looking for an accessible space that 
the current customers can use but 
have not found it yet. 

“We will cast a wide net and see 
what we can find,” he said. 

The developers Related Beal has 
plans to redevelopment the entire 
corner of Kenmore Square includ-
ing the Post Office, former Boston 

University Buildings, and New 
England School of Photography 
into office space and ground-floor 
retail. 

Bullard said it was hard to 
tell community members what 
the long-term plans are for the 
Kenmore Square post office 
because they don’t have a location 
in mind yet. 

He hopes to continue commu-
nication with residents to let them 
know what will happen to their 
P.O. boxes and were the new retail 
location will be as the the project 
progresses. 

The biggest challenge will be 

finding a distribution center that 
is located within this zip code. 
Bullard said that when they relo-
cate other post offices they can 
usually find a place within six 
months but, since this center is so 
big he said, it will be hard to find a 
replacement. 

The Kenmore Square location 
has a work room, back storage 
and a three-door dock for delivery 
trucks. 

“The whole operation needs a 
lot of space,” said Bullard. 

Finding that space, he said, is 
really hard, especially when Boston 
is in the midst of a building boom 

and finding a large prime location 
can be very expensive and hard to 
come by. 

This current location is sur-
rounded by land owned by Boston 
University and stuck in an island 
between the Turnpike and Storrow 
Drive. 

When asked what will happen 
if they don’t find a new location, 
Bullard said, “We hope that won’t 
happen. We are out on the market 
place looking and working with 
people to find out what’s here. 
There are a couple options for 
retail, but the distribution is going 
to be a challenge.” 
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Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

The fence in the last clue is in front of 9 Bay State Road built in 1895. 
Like most of the addresses on this block, the building was designed by 
Architect Samuel Dudley Kelley for developers Chadwick & Stillings.

The next clue will be found in the South End.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Sheng, Rose Miller, Garfield H     241 Beacon St #4               $1,200,000
Spelios, Louis C Herb Group LLC 249 Beacon St #1            $2,145,000
Michelson, David J    Fu, Weitang            338 Beacon St #6&7              $1,635,000
341 Beacon 6D LLC Oconnor Margaret P 341 Beacon St #6D              $2,600,000
Sylvia Maxfield 2016 RET  Flynn, Robert E 175 Commonwealth Ave #C      $3,330,000
Old Projo LLC Barry, Hugh J 239 Commonwealth Ave #52       $1,262,500
Kurtzman, Brandon R Freed, Kenneth 61 Commonwealth Ave #7        $560,000
Guillermo, Sabater J      Trillium West Gate LLC 328 Dartmouth St #1          $1,050,000
Sobel, Eitan              Mccloskey, Theresa M 246 Marlborough St #7          $850,000
Snickenberger, W A      Margolin, Adam        340 Commonwealth Ave #1         $2,400,000
Liu, Yuan J             Buzzetti, Lori        7 Hereford St #8                $542,800
Mildot LLC Boston Marlborough LLC 425 Marlborough St #2          $780,000
Mildot LLC Boston Marlborough LLC 425 Marlborough St #3          $780,000
Denchev, Doichin Appel, Brian J 200 Saint Botolph St #2         $680,000

BEACON HILL
S-125 Charles Street RT   Georgaklis, James 125 Charles St S #125         $361,000
Maverick Chelsea LLC Chiron Mass LLC 139 Chestnut St            $1,930,000
Sobo LLC 17 Cumberland Street LLC 17 Cumberland St                 $3,000,000
Turnipseed, Robert        Heston, Robert N      6 Grove St #1                   $984,000
Fishman, Eric A West Robert N Est       9 Hawthorne Pl #14J            $497,000
Chen, Binbin B        Smith, Molly E 76 Phillips St #6             $525,000
JBarry, John               Soule, Charles E      15 River St #501                $913,000
Woodcome, Katherine Feith, Peter J 21 Temple St #6                $410,000
JMK Properties LLC Qin, Michael K        6 Whittier Pl #10L              $471,000

SOUTH END/KENMORE/BAY VILLAGE
Cowgill, Richard       Inserto, Ayn          36 Symphony Rd #3B           $926,000
Kiyota, Austin           Hodes, Amanda 32 Traveler St #411     $685,000
Powers, Daniel            Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #113            $1,437,500
Lagana, Stephen A Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #202            $1,165,000 
ElWadi, Elias             Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #411          $799,000
Rudman, Samuel N           Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #701           $1,843,500
Dittman, Jennifer Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #706            $938,500
Fine, David A             Siena Ink Block LLC 40 Traveler St #804           $2,439,000
Pingitore, Abbie         Angelopoulos, Democles   604 Tremont St #S           $275,000
Oseni, Tawakalitu O Mccreery, Caralin      692 Tremont St #1             $1,155,000
Cook, Jeffrey          Lappen, Justin 53 Warren Ave #2             $645,000 
Albert, Ben D          Hedison, David J 1724 Washington St #2       $1,251,000
Pao, Charles              Clingan, James E     43 Westland Ave #607       $829,000
Salvucci, Guido D        Sanford, Anne M 4 Lyndeboro Pl                $1,335,000
Cook, Jeffrey             Lappen, Justin 53 Warren Ave #2              $645,000
Wu 2017 FT                 Point Condo LLC 188 Brookline Ave #21J      $2,374,700
Murong, Xinyao Point Condo LLC 188 Brookline Ave #22D         $927,885
Lee, Jennifer L        Point Condo LLC 188 Brookline Ave #22E          $1,766,000
Sky View 26 LLC Point Condo LLC 188 Brookline Ave #26K         $2,508,100
Xu, Mengting Point Condo LLC 188 Brookline Ave #27H         $1,435,300
Lodde, Christina Laforest, Jeffrey D 54 E Springfield St #2        $585,000
Tseng, Yi T                                      Leigh-Sawyer, Susan 102 Gainsborough St #301E       $625,100
Paysky, Matthew Wong, Germain          725-735 Harrison Ave          $92,000
Salvucci, Guido D       Sanford, Anne M 4 Lyndeboro Pl                  $1,335,000
Takla, Hany M                             Begley, Lauren C 520 Massachusetts Ave #1      $900,000
ackson, Michael          121 Portland LLC 121 Portland St                $15,000 
Lagarce, Davod 121 Portland LLC 121 Portland St #207            $899,000
Jackson, Michael           121 Portland LLC 121 Portland St #805           $980,000
Belch, Barbara          121 Portland LLC 121-127 Portland St #509        $739,999
Gatim LLC Last, Kimberlee I 66 Queensberry St #421       $549,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Kearney, Richard Matthews, Nicole 300 Commercial St #302         $505,000
Zhao, Xiaojuan Andrews, John         357 Commercial St #811        $1,017,500
Peccei, Alessandra         Obrien, Philip J       65 E India Row #20C            $1,112,500
Strawbridge, Christy Del Guidice, Rosa 85 E India Row #11H          $638,000
Kang, Jiayi Konack Lauen Est       85 E India Row #3B           $1,445,000
Portoricco, Giuseppe Shebani, Ali 1 Franklin St #2205           $1,825,000
Mai, Kang Q              Parcel 24 South LLC 88 Hudson St #406             $204,600
Chen, Yan Parcel 24 South LLC 88 Hudson St #505              $204,600
Wu, Lorna Parcel 24 South LLC 88 Hudson St #509              $174,900
Aboumoudriq, Hicham Parcel 24 South LLC 88 Hudson St #605              $204,600
Lai-Ng, Genesys Parcel 24 South LLC 88 Hudson St #606               $204,600
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FENWAY PARK NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Equal Opportunity Employers. We fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

Photos and Story By Beth Treffeisen 

It was a chilly evening welcom-
ing Fenway, Kenmore and Back 
Bay residents to Fenway Park to 
enjoy a game against the Baltimore 
Orioles, which the Red Sox ulti-
mately lost 4-7 on Friday, May 18. 

Local community civic associa-
tions, elected officials and neigh-
borhood activists were honored 
for their hard work during a pre-
game ceremony. The first pitch was 
given by Elizabeth Bertolozzi, the 
president of the Fenway Garden 
Society. 

After the ceremony, neighbors 
filed up to their seats to enjoy hot 
dogs, sausages, Cracker Jacks and 
more as they enjoyed each other's 
company during the game. 

Elected officials State Sen. Will Brownsberger, State Rep. Byron Rushing, 
the Mayor’s Liaison Yissel Guerrero, and State Rep. Chynah Tyler with 
her daughter.

Photo courtesy  of the Boston Red Sox

Local small-business owners yell “Play Ball!” to start the game against 
Baltimore at Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts on Friday, May 18, 
2018. (Photo by Sarah Stier/Boston Red Sox)

Elizabeth Bertolozzi looks out to the field as she sports her special 
“Victory Gardens” jersey. 

Sam, Gayle and Emma 
Wertheimer from the Charlesgate 
Alliance during the pre-game cere-
mony on the field. 

Paul Sullivan and Daniella Torres, 
Fenway residents, enjoy the game. 

Wally, the Green Monster gives 
high-fives to the community mem-
bers as they walk onto the field. 

State Sen. Will Brownsberger waves to the crowd during the pre-game ceremony. 

State Sen. Will Brownsberger, State Rep. Byron Rushing and Dave 
Friedman of the Boston Red Sox. 

New D-4 Captain Steven Sweeney with his wife Joanna and daughters 
Zoey and Ava. 

Ryan and Russell Patrick enjoy 
being on the field before the game 
started this past Friday.
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from East Berkeley to Herald 
Street and Traveler Street. 

There will also be $100,000 
investment for road reconstruction 
and improvements to Harrison 
Ave. between East Berkeley and 
Herald Streets as part of a $2.2 
million multi-year project. 

A $132,000 investment will be 
put towards completing improve-
ments to the South End Branch 
Library, including an interior 
reconfiguration project and major 
electrical, telecommunications, 
paint, and carpet upgrades. 

“We are in the midst of renovat-
ing all of our our libraries,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “We just finished 
renovating the Copley Square 
branch and now we are doing all 
the branches in Boston. They all 
need to be at the same level as 

Copley. There should be no differ-
ence between the South End and 
Copley branches. We shouldn’t 
be teaming them up against each 
other.”

Walsh also stated that the City 
is working on creating a perma-
nent engagement center on South 
Hampton Street. 

“I know you guys are putting 
up with a lot regarding the opioid 
epidemic, but we’re working to 
make the engagement center open 
and inviting to get people off the 
street,” said Walsh. 

In addition, Walsh said the City 
is working with the State to make 
sure that Melnea Cass Boulevard 
is cleaned up on both sides of the 
street. 

The City is also going to invest 
$1.5 million towards the Woods 
Mullen Shelter to renovate the 
interior second-floor to enhance 

security, finishes, lighting, clinical 
space and office layout. 

“The women who go to Woods 
Mullen Shelter deserve to have 

dignity,” said Walsh. “Currently, 
there are a lot of women who 
don’t go there because they feel 
like it’s not a good place.”

Walsh encouraged residents to 
reach out to him and other elected 
officials regarding issues they see 
within the neighborhood. 

Coffee Hour (from pg. 3)

Mayor Martin Walsh speaks to 
South End residents on the upcom-
ing improvements coming to the 
neighborhood.

Maxine Goldberg and Claire Hayes proudly 
show off their new flowers.

Paul Wright, Bizzy McCabe, and Ed LeMay 
pose for a picture with their new marigolds.

Jordan Harris, Ms. Darlene Williams, and 
Jessica Hamilton stop to pose for a picture.

Barbara Knecht of the Urban Farming Institute, Jerome 
Jones and Conner Woods of the Mayor's Mural Crew, with 
Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George.

Kathie Enright, Marie Huhta, Kay Herbst at the South 
End Coffee Hour. 
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LOOKING BACK 
AT BOSTON

COURTESY OF THE SOUTH END HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

This week’s featured image is of the Union Rescue Mission during Christmas 1908. 
William H. West founded the Union Rescue Mission in 1890, and it was originally located 
on Kneeland Street before moving to Dover Street (today’s East Berkeley). The organiza-
tion’s mission was to help alcoholics and poor residents.
The South End Historical Society was formed in the 1966 and continues to advocate for 
the preservation and history in the neighborhood. The organization is located on Chester 
Square and holds many treasures of the South End’s distant and near past.

Back Bay preservationists 
are honored by the City

Staff Report 

As part of the kickoff for the City of 
Boston’s Preservation Month celebrations, 
the Boston Landmarks Commission recently 
presented four Back Bay residents with its 
second annual Citizen Preservation Award. 

“This award was established to recognize 
the volunteers and the vital role they play 
in historic preservation,” said a moderator 
at the event held on Friday, May 4. “The 
awards given this evening represent the pas-
sion and dedication these citizens have for 
the historic resources of this City.” 

Among this year’s recipients were two 
members of the Neighborhood Association 
of the Back Bay’s (NABB) Architecture 
Committee. 

Thomas and Nancy High received recog-
nition in the Documentation and Survey cate-
gory for their work in establishing and main-
taining the web site www.BackBayHouses.
org. 

Almost 20 years in the making, this 
well-researched history of more than 1,000 
buildings in the Back Bay is constantly being 
updated and is, as the award stated, “used by 
preservationists, local historians, architects, 
genealogists, realtors, residents and building 
owners, regulatory agencies, and anyone 
interested in the history of the Back Bay.” 

The High’s also lead occasional archi-
tectural walking tours in conjunction with 
NABB, pointing out interesting aspects of 
Back Bay architecture. 

Thomas Holtey and his daughter Melita 
Holtey were honored an award in the cat-
egory of Stewardship for the contribution 
to the interior and exterior restoration of 
the Andrew House at 32 Hereford St., 
a Renaissance Revival house designed by 
McKim, Mead and White in 1884, which 
now houses the Chi Phi Fraternity of MIT. 

An alumnus of MIT and a Chi Phi broth-
er, Thomas Holtey has long guided the main-
tenance and restoration of this property. 

“Tom and Melita have been dedicated 
stewards of this Back Bay beauty and their 
passion for preservation comes through in 
the careful attention to detail and sensitivity 
of the restoration work,” the award stated. 
“Their commitment to the highest standards 
ensure that future fraternity members and 
neighbors alike will enjoy the architectural 
integrity this landmark building.”

Nancy and Tom High with Carl Spector, 
commissioner of the Environment 
Department.

By Beth Treffeisen 

Currently hidden behind 
green tarps, the Tiffany mosaics 
displayed on they historic Ayer 
Mansion at 395 Commonwealth 
Ave. will soon be revealed after 10 
years of fundraising, planning, and 
painstaking restoration. 

The only known example of 
Tiffany public artwork will once 
again stand out amongst the 
brownstones along the Back Bay 
residential street.The scaffolding is 
expected to come down this week, 
revealing the restoration work of 
the mosaics. 

“It is the only example of Tiffany 
artwork in the public realm,” said 
Jeanne Pelletier, preservation advi-
sor for Campaign for the Ayer 
Mansion. “Most of his work you 
have to go inside a building to see 
it. This is a very unique example 
of Tiffany’s work that anyone can 
see.”

When the Ayer Mansion was 
completed in 1902, it caused a 
dramatic stir in Boston because 
it stood out next to Victorian 
brownstone and brick buildings. 
The Tiffany-designed-mosaic-clad 
white-granite and limestone facade 
was an exotic interloper. 

Over the last 110 years, howev-
er, water infiltration and acid rain 
damaged — and in some cases 
completely destroyed — many of 
the facade’s colorful mosaics. The 
restoration worked to bring the 
back the mosaics as close as pos-
sible to how Tiffany originally 
imagined them. 

“We cleaned off the pollution 
damage on the building,” said 
Pelletier. “Acid rain reacted with 
the limestone that made an orange 
and yellow wash on the building, 
and the restoration removed that. 
Since we don’t have the same types 
of air pollution (such as from coal) 
we won’t have the same accumula-
tion in the tiles. This will probably 
bring us 50 to 100 years before 
anything else has to be done.”

Designed by Louis Comfort 
Tiffany for the house, and likely 
constructed at his facilities in New 
York and New Jersey, the intri-
cate mosaics are made up of just 
five, different-colored stones set in 
more than 30 geometric designs. 

You can find the mosaics in 
every aspect of the house - from 
the corbels that support the over-
hanging roof, to the second-floor 
balcony parapet wall, to the inset 
column above the entryway, right 
down to the house number at the 

front door. 
The Campaign for the Ayer 

Mansion, Inc. (CAM), a non-prof-
it, that has been carefully restoring 
the house since 1998, began work-
ing on the facade mosaics in 2009, 
when it hired the architectural firm 
of Goody Clancy to prepare a con-
ditions assessment and restoration 
plan for each mosaic panel. 

“If it was deteriorated, we want 
to keep the original materials as 
much as possible before it would 
be replaced,” said Pelletier. “It was 
the call of the conservator who 
went stone by stone cleaning them, 
sometimes using dental tools - it 
was a very arduous process.” 

With the economic downturn, 
fundraising for the restoration was 
slow, and it wasn’t until spring 
2013 that work began in earnest. 

Phase I, completed in December 
2013, included restoration and 
recreation of missing mosaics on 
the balcony and the upper reaches 
of the building, but due to lack of 
funds, left the entryway mosaics 
untouched. 

In late 2017, through the 
George B. Henderson Foundation 
and a matching grant from 
the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Massachusetts 

Preservation Projects Fund, CAM 
was at last able to begin resto-
ration of those final mosaics. 

“We are tremendously pleased 
by the outcome of the project 
and that we were finally able to 
complete the work,” said Scott 
C. Steward, president of the cam-
paign in a statement. “We’re par-
ticularly grateful to all our funders 
and supporters who made this 
critical work possible.”

The Ayer Mansion Facade 
Restoration Phase I & II were 
funded through the the George 
B. Henderson Foundation; 
the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission Preservation Projects 
Fund; the National Park Service, 

Save America’s Treasures grant 
program; the Browne Fund; and 
Bayridge Residence & Cultural 
Center, Inc., as well as grants from 
several anonymous foundations 
and private contributors. 

Up next, the inside interior 
of the front entranceway needs 
some help after prior office tenants 
covered up the green marble. In 
addition the columns and floor 
tile need some help after years of 
people walking over them to enter 
the building. 

“That is our next step in try-
ing to get funding,” said Pelletier. 
“Especially because it is also public 
and visible from the street.” 

Restoration of Tiffany’s mosaic artwork is completed after a decade of fundraising 

An up close look at the Tiffany mosaics portrayed on the outside of the 
Ayer Mansion at 395 Commonwealth Ave. 
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SQUASHBUSTERS FUNDRAISING DERBY TOURNAMENT

By Seth Daniel

The Eight Streets Neighborhood 
Association heard an update from 
Highline Development of the 
South End for its plans to renovate 
a seven-unit building on Dwight 
Street – converting it to only four 
units, possibly with an elevator.

Ghita Desai of Highline, and 
a resident of Ellis South End, 
told the Association at its May 8 
meeting Highline has purchased 
27-29 Dwight St. and commenced 
gutting the structure in order to 
rebuild four units in the two build-
ings. The renovation would elimi-
nate three units.

“It’s very unusual for a devel-
oper to decrease units,” said 
President Michael Almond. “It has 

been done on Union Park and 
Rutland Square. Within the South 
End there are a few, but within 
Eight Streets it is unusual.”

Desai said they have just fin-
ished a project in Worcester 
Square and have now moved on 
to Dwight Street. Public records 
showed Highline purchased the 
property from Peter Creighton for 
$3.125 million.

They do plan to put a roof-deck 
on top of 27, with 29 already hav-
ing a roof deck. 

“We are also going to try to 
put an elevator in – a small one,” 
she said.

There would be four park-
ing spaces and no outside façade 
changes.

The configuration would result 
in more square footage per floor, 

with about 1,600 square feet per 
unit expected. One staircase inside 
would be eliminated.

Neighbor Ted Pietras and oth-
ers gave them high marks initially 
for putting the demo dumpster in 
the back of the property and not 
on the street.

There is no date at the Zoning 
Board for them, and Desai said 
there may not be.

“I am not expecting any ZBA 
triggers at this point – maybe for 
the roof-deck – but that wouldn’t 
be for another six months or so.”

•112 Shawmut Ave. develop-
ment

Many neighbors at the meeting 
on May 8 were concerned about 
the 112 Shawmut Ave. project 
being proposed just across East 
Berkeley Street from the neighbor-

hood.
Many had participated in 

opposing a 15-story building pro-
posed by the Druker Companies 
some years ago, and had it reduced 
to 11 stories. Now, the Shawmut 
proposal has buildings that are 
taller and some neighbors worried 
that it could set a precedent – lead-
ing to shadows on their homes and 
on the East Berkeley Gardens.

“These groups are going for 
150 feet again,” said Almond, who 
is also on the Shawmut IAG. “If 
they get away with 150 feet at 
that corner, it sets the precedent to 
come all the way down that block 
to Berkeley. That could end up cre-
ating shadows on Berkeley. If any-
one is concerned about the height 
of these buildings, they should get 
involved.”

Added one neighbor, “We’re 
going to have a massive block 
coming towards us.”

•Michael McDermott of the 
Friends of Blackstone School 
appeared at the meeting to encour-
age residents to get involved in 
volunteering at the Blackstone 
School.

The Friends of the Blackstone 
School are neighborhood res-
idents, businesses and organiza-
tions that provide financial and 
volunteer support throughout the 
school year. 

To cap off the year, they will 
be holding a Spring Fundraiser 
on Monday, June 4, from 6-8 
p.m. at Stella Restaurant, 1525 
Washington St. For more infor-
mation, contact Robin Hanley at 
robinjhanley@gmail.com.

Eight Streets hears proposal from Highline Development

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

SquashBusters had its fund-
raising Derby Tournament on the 
same day as the Kentucky Derby 
once again this year, on Saturday, 
May 5. Professional and amateur 
players pooled their talents togeth-
er to compete in teams for the 
Derby. They all raised money to 
help Squashbusters in their efforts 
to bring awareness to the sport of 
squash, make it accessible to inner-
city youth, help foster health and 
fitness, and be a guide for young 
people to achieve their dreams.

Boston squash legend John Nimick 
served as emcee.

Milo Levinson (15 months) makes 
his dad, Charlie, proud by show-
ing an early interest in the sport of 
squash. Racquets up!

Team Wallbanger player Thad Roberts, pro squash player Mike Ferreira, 
Kate Gascoyne, and Larry Sconza.

Ronald German, Tenes Paul, and Tiffany Andrade.

Kaitlin Bowes shows off her hat 
worthy of a Derby.

Team True Blue player Wael El-Hibdu vs Team Churchill Downey play-
er Peter Nicol.

Team Unbridled pro play-
er Amanda Sobhy makes a play in 
her match against Eijk’s Knights 
pro player Nick Taylor.

Pro Squash players gather for a group shot. John Roberts with 
Team Derby Worthy, Clinton Leeuw with Team Lucky Strike, Dan 
Shaplin with Team Wallbanger, Nick Taylor with Team Eijk’s Knights, 
Amanda Sobhy with Team Unbridled, Wael El-Hibdu with Team True 
Blue, David Palmer with Team Salubrious, and Peter Nicol with Team 
Churchill Downey.

David Hamlin and his son, Tucker Hamlin, captain of team True Blue, 
with Tucker’s girlfriend, Katie Steats, and mom Becky Hamlin.
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• Many strains of marijuana   
	 flower	and	concentrates

• Full	line	of	edibles	and			 	
	 infused	products

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Explore the latest in health and wellness.

617-213-6006
RevolutionaryClinics.org
67	Broadway,	Somerville

Free	patient	
education,	
materials,	

consultation	and	
regular	patient	 

events.
Minutes	off	Rte	93	
with	free	parking.Now Delivering!

$200 
Discount

for new customers 
Visit 

RevolutionaryClinics.org 
for details

• Many strains of marijuana   
	 flower	and	concentrates

• Full	line	of	edibles	and			 	
	 infused	products

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Explore the latest in health and wellness.

617-213-6006
RevolutionaryClinics.org
67	Broadway,	Somerville

Free	patient	
education,	
materials,	

consultation	and	
regular	patient	 

events.
Minutes	off	Rte	93	
with	free	parking.

Mon.-Sat. 9am - 8pm
Sun. 11am - 4pm

• • • • •  PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER • • • • •

SOUTH END LOVE YOUR BLOCK GETS INTO THE SPRING CLEANING SPIRIT
Photos by Seth Daniel

The South End came out in 
droves on Saturday, May 5, to 
clean up the parks and streets on 
what was a very busy day in the 
neighborhood. Neighbors gath-
ered in all corners to spruce up and 
pay attention to spaces that had 
been burdened by winter’s harsh 
hand. The end result was a much 
better-looking corner of the city.

At Worcester Square, cleaning up were Craig Hughes, Julie Boynenfant, 
President George Stergios, Vice President Bob Minnocci, and Reina Diaz 
with Louis.

Lexi Ladd and Leigh Latiker clean up tulip beds at Peters Park.

More than a dozen resident volunteers from Pine Street Inn joined the 
East Berkeley Neighborhood Association (EBNA) to clean up Peters 
Park. Pictured above are Scottie Wait, Freddy Viana, Theresa Casieri of 
Pine Street work with EBNA’s Arthur Coe and Chris Johnson. John MacLachlan, Linda Reisert 

and Colleen Fitzpatrick giving 
Watson Park some attention.

Blackstone Co-President Vadim Kuksin, Contractor Eric Wendland and 
Jonathan and Lauren Alves in Franklin Square. Jess Sola and CJ Lundberg worked 

on raking Peters Park.

Louis – the canine mayor of 
Worcester Square – took a break 
in the daffodils on Saturday.

Kristen, Caroline, Stephen and Councilor Ed Flynn with Ellis Director 
Stacy Koeppel, Faisa Sharif of the Mayor’s Office and Tom Parks.

Kyle Williams, Rebecca Hicks and 
Henry Williams (2) at Watson Park.

Daniel Ferera and EBNA 
President Ken Smith.

Marija Strazdas and Nancy 
Farrington in Peters Park.
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WASHINGTON GATEWAY MAIN STREET ORGANIZATION HOSTS ArtSE

800.657.3272        EBSB.com

Member FDIC  |  Member DIF

GREATER RATE FOR
BIGGER SAVINGS!

2.69 
20-MONTH CD**

%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 5/10/18 and subject to change without notice. **For 20-Month CD APY 
assumes interest will remain on deposit until maturity. Upon maturity, 20-Month CD will automatically roll into the then 
24-Month CD rate and term. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to 
open and obtain APY is $1,000 and IRA is $500. New money or existing customer must deposit additional money from 
another financial institution. Rate subject to change without notice. Offer may be withdrawn without notice at any time.

Photos by Seth Daniel

The Washington Gateway 
Main Street organization put on 
an artistic and soulful fundraising 
party on Tuesday, May 22, in the 
SoWa Art and Design District – 
occupying a temporary art gallery 

and event space in the old Mohr 
& McPherson store. The party 
kicked off in the evening with jazz 
band Tyson Jackson Trio, as well 
as DJ Braun later in the evening.

Hundreds of unique pieces of 
art adorned the walls and were for 
sale, with exhibiting artists min-
gling with folks from the neighbor-
hood and the business community.

WGMS Interim Director Liza 
Quinonez said the party was going 
really well, and that the event had 
been sold out prior to the start. 
The idea was to bring attention to 
artists and public art in the South 
End, along with a desire to raise 
funds for more opportunities to 
place public art in the WGMS 
corridor.

Some of the artists on exhibit 
included Allison Bamcat, Robert 
‘Problak’ Gibbs, Don Rimx, Victor 
‘Marka27’ Quinonez, Julian 
‘Skript’ Guzman, Jessica Labbe, 
and Cey Adams – to name a few.

Artist Gabriel Ortiz with one of 
the models in his work, Sherrice 
LT. Sherrice is also the model for 
the woman featured in the Peters 
Park mural. Ortiz, now living in 
Roslindale, grew up in the South 
End and was a noted graffiti artist 
before getting into photography.

Artists Markus Sebastiano, Vic Satin, and Jeffrey Ealer.

Having a ball at the costume station were Taylor James, Bita Naghibi, 
Marina Pappas, and Derek Bird.

Joe Wilkes, Jordan Graham, Catherine Aramistead next to one of the 
unique bears by Sagie.

Artists Darren Johnson, Victor ‘Marka27’ Quinonez, 
and Ben McCosh, with Nichole Siegfried. Madeleine Muhlberg, Kate Bartel and Sophia Mei.

From the Tyson Jackson Trio, Alonzo Demetrius 
entertained the crowd all night on with his trumpet.

At ArtSE, Hasan Lawson and Vanessa Nedd.
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partnership between the Mayor’s 
Office of New Urban Mechanics, 
The Trustees, and TD Bank to 
expand the reach and highlight 
the role of community gardens 
in Boston’s neighborhoods with 
community-driven design projects, 
community-building events, and 
skill-building workshops planned 
for up to 40 gardens. 

In the first year, the City will 
seek ideas for innovative design 
installations at three community 
gardens including: The Trustees’ 
Nightingale Community Garden 
in Dorchester, Childcott and 
Granada Community Garden in 
Jamaica Plain, and the Fenway 
Victory Gardens, owned by 
Boston Parks and Recreation and 
administered and marinated by the 
Fenway Garden Society.

The installations may support 
community dinners, storytelling 
and community conversations, 
performances, and interactive play. 
In addition, The Trustees will hold 
10 community-building events 
and skill-building workshops at its 
community gardens in the South 
End, Jamaica Plain, East Boston 
and more. 

Over the next three years, 
the program aims to engage and 
enhance up to 40 community 
gardens in six neighborhoods in 
Boston including the Worcester 
Community Garden in the South 
End. 

TD Bank will serve as the pre-
senting sponsor of the Boston 
Community Gardens partnership, 
granting a total of $225,000 over 
three years. 

WORKING GROUP AS 
ADVISORY?

South End Forum Opiate 
Working Group Moderator Steve 
Fox has proposed that the Group 
be used for its expertise on social 
service issues in regards to pro-
posals brought to the South End 
community – such as the pro-
posed medical marijuana facility 
on Tremont Street right now.

The Working Group has 
addressed issues on addiction and 
homelessness and drug use for the 
past two years, and Fox said he 
felt it made sense for the Group 
to weigh in on things like medi-
cal-marijuana or recreational mar-
ijuana stores – as well as other 
things.

“I’d like to be able to use this 
Group, given our expertise and 
our work together, as an advisory 
group,” he said. “It would repre-
sent one piece of the puzzle and 
not the end all. There’s no other 
neighborhood in the city like the 
South End with this kind of spe-
cialized working group.”

Reactions were supportive, but 
quiet, with some trumpeting the 
idea and some needing time to 
think.

Fox said he would like to invite 
the Compassionate Organics pro-
ponents to the June meeting of the 
Working Group, and perhaps the 
group could take a position on 
their proposal.

New D-4 Police Capt. Steven 
Sweeney said he would appreci-
ate the opportunity. He said he 
has some real concerns about that 
proposal.

“That’s something as a cap-
tain here I have some issues with, 
because I can see them going from 
here right down to there,” he said. 
“I have concerns being the captain 
down here about it.”

UNTOLD STORIES OF 
THE PUBLIC GARDEN

Join the Friends of the Public 
Garden for FREE walking tours 
of Boston’s iconic Public Garden 
and learn about the history, sculp-
ture, and horticulture of America’s 
first public botanical garden. 
Tours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays at 4p.m. and 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 
10a.m. (weather permitting) begin-
ning May 22 through mid-Septem-
ber. 

Meet at the Make Way for 
Ducklings sculpture in the Garden. 

For more information, visit 
friendsofthepublicgarden.org. 

ESPLANADE 
ASSOCIATION PUBLIC 
MEETING

Over the last several years, the 
Esplanade Association has focused 
their efforts heavily on the health 
of the park’s more than 1,700 trees. 
In fall 2017, EA worked in part-
nership with the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation and a project con-
sultant to draft a comprehensive 
Esplanade Tree Care Management 
and Succession Plan. The plan will 
build on their existing 2015 tree 
inventory to create a multi-year 
maintenance and planting plan, 
ensuring a healthy tree canopy for 
future generations. 

The EA will be presenting the 
draft of this plan for review and 
comment on Wednesday, May 30 
from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at Fisher 
College’s Alumni Hall. R.S.V.P. to 
info@esplanadeassociation.org. 

BOSTON PRIDE 
EVENTS

Boston Pride announced last 
week a new partnership with Big 

Night Entertainment Group. As 
part of this partnership, Big Night 
Entertainment will host the offi-
cial Boston Pride Closing Party at 
their new nightclub, The Grant, on 
Sunday, June 10, at 9 p.m. after 
the block parties. 

Big Night Entertainment has 
and will continue to host several 
Pride-related events, including sev-
eral meet-ups, at various venues 
leading up to Pride Week. 

During Pride Week, June 1 to 
June 10, Red Lantern in the Back 
Bay will offer the fifth annual 
Pride Week specials menus that 
will feature “The Red Door” as 
the specialty drink with a portion 
of the proceeds from each drink 
sold donated to Victory Programs. 
The Red Lantern will host an Out 
Professional Executive Networking 
(O.P.E.N.) event on Monday, June 
4, with complimentary appetizers 
for Boston’s LGBTQ community 
and its allies. 

Boston Pride Week 2018 will 
kick-off with the Pride flag rais-
ing on City Hall Plaza on Friday, 
June 1 and continue with events 
throughout the week, conclud-
ing with the annual Boston Pride 
Parade and Festival on Saturday, 
June 9, and Pride Block Parties on 
Sunday June 10, in the Back Bay 
and Jamaica Plain. 

PRESERVATION 
MONTH EVENTS 

Fenway 
•Historical Site Development of 

the Christian Science Plaza, free 
event will take place on May 29 
at the Christian Science Church 
Publishing House, 210 Mass. Ave. 
at 4:30p.m. 

South End 
•Boston’s South End (Postcard 

History Series) Book Talk, free 
event, will take place at the South 
End Historical Society, 532 Mass. 
Ave., May 30, from 6-8p.m.

Bay Village 
•Historical Site Development of 

the Christian Science Plaza, free 
event will take place on May 29 
at the Christian Science Church 
Publishing House, 210 Mass. Ave. 
at 4:30p.m. 

SOUTH END DATES
•The Friends of Chester Park 

will be holding a meeting on 
Tuesday, May 29 to share visions 
and ideas for Chester Park, and 
discuss plans for summer and 
beyond. The meeting will take 
place at Chester Park, Mass Ave. 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
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News Briefs
VOTE ON SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS POSTPONED

New rules regulating short-term 
rentals in Boston have been put on 
hold until their next hearing on 
June 6. 

The City Council was set to vote 
at the hearing this past Wednesday, 
May 23, but after not being able to 
find common ground after a work-
ing group session on Monday, 
May 21, the Council would like 
some more time to hammer out 
the details. 

At Wednesday’s hearing 
Councilor Michael Flaherty said 
there was back and forth on the 
120-day cap on short term rentals 
of two-and three-family homes. 

“It is a complex matter,” said 
Flaherty. “The proposal is a work 
in progress and we would like to 
keep it in committee.” 

CHIEF OF ARTS AND 
CULTURE TO LEAVE

On Friday, May 18, Mayor 
Martin Walsh announced the 
departure of Julie Burros, Boston’s 
first chief of arts and culture in 
more than 20 years. 

As Chief, Burros oversaw the 
development and ongoing imple-
mentation of Boston Creates, the 
city’s first ever cultural plan, and 
worked as an advocate for the arts 
community across new policy cre-
ation, including the Percent for Art 
program, which devotes funding to 
public art for new capital projects. 

Her last day with the City 
of Boston is June 29, and Kara 
Elliott-Ortega, director of planning 
and policy at the mayors office 
of arts and culture, will serve as 
interim chief of arts and culture. A 
posting for the role of chief of arts 
and culture will be made available 
on the city’s career web site. 

Established in 2014, the City’s 
Arts and Culture cabinet seeks to 
grow the arts in Boston across all 
artistic disciplines, from theater to 
dance, to the visual arts to public 
art. 

“With the launch of many new 
programs completed and the imple-
mentation of the Boston Creates 
Cultural Plan well underway, it’s 
a fitting time for me to transition 
to my next chapter and under-
take new creative challenges,” said 
Burros. “It has been an honor 
to serve in Mayor Walsh’s cabi-
net and to play a leading role in 
the dramatic expansion of munic-
ipal arts support championed by 
Mayor Walsh.” 

Burros will assume the position 
of principal cultural planner at 
Metris Arts Consulting, a consult-
ing firm based out of Easton, PA 
that provides high caliber plan-

ning, research, and evaluation 
services to reveal art's impacts 
and help communities equitably 
improve cultural vitality. 

\

OPEN NEWBURY 
STREET

Building on the success of the 
last two years of Open Newbury 
Street events, Mayor Martin Walsh 
announced that “Open Newbury 
Street” will continue this year over 
a series of three Sundays this sum-
mer. 

From 10-6 a.m. on July 8, 
August 12, and September 9, 
Newbury Street will become a 
pedestrian-only walkway, closing 
to vehicles to allow pedestrians the 
opportunity to use the full width 
of the street. Newbury Street will 
be pedestrian-only from Arlington 
Street to Massachusetts Avenue. 

Parking will once again be 
restricted beginning at 8 a.m., and 
signs will be posted informing driv-
ers of the change. All businesses 
will be encouraged to promote 
the event on social media using 
#OpenNewbury and make cus-
tomers aware of car-free day ahead 
of time. The public is encouraged 
to utilize the several different 
MBTA routes that service the area 
in addition to bicycling and walk-
ing. 

LONG ISLAND BRIDGE 
UPDATE

On Monday, the Quincy City 
Council threw a curveball in the 
plan to rebuild the Long Island 
Bridge, a move many in the South 
End believe will help relieve the 
burden of social services and the 
addiction crises within the neigh-
borhood.

The Quincy Council voted to 
ban commercial vehicles, including 
buses, from the Quincy roadways 
leading up to the bridge. That 
would mean the buses that would 
be used to transport people to the 
island would not be able to oper-
ate there – which would basically 
make the bridge moot.

The ordinance change there was 
introduced by Quincy Councilor 
William Harris, who represents 
that part of Quincy.

This month, Mayor Martin 
Walsh advanced plans for the 
bridge to the City’s Conservation 
Commission, and plans to start 
construction in 2019.

EXPANDING THE 
REACH OF COMMUNITY 
GARDENS

Mayor Martin Walsh announced 
Wednesday, May 23, a three-year 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Michael P. 
McCarthy 
Painting, Inc.

-Historic Restoration
-Plaster & Drywall Repair
-Wallpaper Removal

617-930-6650
www.mpmpainter.com

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

D - 4  P O L I C E  N E W S

BAG MAN
On Monday, May 14, at about 

2:25 a.m., police responded to a 
radio call for a robbery in progress 
at Dartmouth and Stuart streets.

 Upon arrival, officers located 
the victim, who said an unknown 
male suspect grabbed her bag 
before grabbing her friend’s bag, 
at which time the suspect threw 
her friend to the ground and struck 
her with his knee and elbow.

 The victims said they observed 
the suspect as they were leaving 
Brownstone restaurant, and he 
proceeded to follow them down 
Stuart Street towards Dartmouth 
Street to the staircase adjacent to 
the Eastern Bank, where the inci-
dent occurred.

 Paramedics responded to the 
scene and transported one of the 
victims to Tufts Medical Center for 
treatment of her injuries.

 Police canvassed the area for 
the suspect to no avail.

DOWN THE TOILET
On Friday, May 18, at approx-

imately 7:45 p.m., officers were 
conducting a routine check of 
the Boston Medical Center lobby 
bathrooms at 850 Harrison Ave., 
due to numerous complaints of 
narcotics use and overdoses at that 
location.

 Police observed an individual 
inside a closed stall with his jack-
et draped over the door. When 
officers knocked on the door, the 
occupant responded he would be 
out momentarily.

 About 15 minutes later, the 
occupant still hadn’t exited the 

bathroom, so police returned to 
the location and again knocked 
on the door and ordered him to 
come outside. At this time, police 
pushed open the unlocked door 
and observed the individual seated 
on the toilet with his pants on 
as he was looking into his lap. 
Officers then saw a hypodermic 
needle in his lap, as well as a metal 
bottle cap on the toilet dispenser, 
which is commonly used to pre-
pare narcotics for consumption.

 After the occupant requested 
that police shut the stall door, 
he stood up and reached into his 
left pants pocket. Fearing the sus-
pect was attempting to destroy 
evidence, police placed him in 
handcuffs, and as he stood up, the 
syringe and cap fell into the toilet. 
The toilet, which is quipped with 
an automatic sensor, then proceed-
ed to flush away the items.

 Police then advised the suspect 
that while he wasn’t under arrest, 
he was being detained for a crim-
inal investigation. A subsequent 
pat-frisk search of the suspect rev-
eled he was in possession of five 
loose Synthroid pills. The suspect 
couldn’t provide proof of a pre-
scription for the medication, which 
he said he found on the ground 
earlier that day.

 Police also learned that the sus-
pect had received several no-tres-
pass orders to stay away from the 
hospital. During booking, the sus-
pect stared at the officer and was 
overheard uttering threats toward 
him.

 The suspect was subsequently 
charged with trespassing, posses-
sion of a Class E drug and witness 
intimidation.

NEWS BrIEfS (from pg. 14)

Restoration work coming after water-line replacement in the Fenway

•The South End Forum’s Opiate 
Working Group will meet next on 
June 19, and they are expected to 
invite Compassionate Organics to 
give a presentation to the group 
about their Tremont Street plan to 
open a medical marijuana facility.

•The next Eight Streets monthly 
meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
June 12, at 7 p.m. in Project Place, 
1145 Washington St.

•The East Berkeley 
Neighborhood Association 
(EBNA) will meet on Tuesday, 
June 19.

•The Ellis South End 
Neighborhood Association will 
hold its Ellis Evening 2018 to cel-
ebrate the neighborhood on June 
3, at 5:30 p.m., at Mistral, 223 
Columbus Ave. Proceeds from this 
event will be awarded to the Ellis 
Scholarship Fund and Ellis’s ongo-
ing initiatives for preservation, 
enhancement and safety of the 
neighborhood and its operations.

•Fete de la Musique will hit 
the parks and streets of the South 
End on June 23 this year, courtesy 
of the Community Music Center 
of Boston, Warren Avenue. This 
year, new parks like Watson Park, 
Ringgold Park and Union Park 
will be added to the locations for 
outdoor musical celebration. The 
event goes from 3-6 p.m.

•The Josiah Quincy School will 
host its 171st anniversary fundrais-
er on Thursday, May 31, from 5-9 
p.m. at Empire Garden Restaurant 
in Chinatown. It will be a night to 
celebrate the school with a tradi-
tional 10-course Chinese banquet, 

a lion dance performed by the 
students and live entertainment 
and auction.

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS

•The Friends of the Public 
Garden are looking for champion 
volunteer weeders to help main-
tain the beautiful Boylston Street 
boarder and the Beacon Street bor-
der in the Public Garden. ‘You sup-
ply the enthusiasm, we supply the 
gloves, kneepads, and some brief 
instructions on weed identifica-
tion!’ Volunteers meet up on alter-
native Thursdays, starting April 
26, 5 - 7p.m. 

•NABB’s next Police Panel/ 
Public Safety Forum will take 
place on May 31 from 6-7p.m. 
in the first floor sanctuary of 
The First Church in Boston, 66 
Marlborough St. 

•Tour of Fenway Park will take 
place on June 2 at 10:30 a.m. in 
front of Fenway Park on Jersey 
Street. Tickers are on sale for $23 
at nabbonline.com. 

FENWAY TIMES
•Calling all volunteers for 

Fenway Porchfest! Interested in 
volunteering? Volunteers will serve 
short shifts as site ambassadors 
and hand out event information.
The music festival is on Saturday 
June 16, from 12-4 p.m. For more 
info, email: info@fenwayporchfest.
org. 

•The Fenway Civic Association 

Annual Rose Garden Picnic will 
take place at the Kelleher Rose 
Garden across from 85 Park Drive, 
June 12 from 6-8 p.m. 

•DCR Pedestrian Advisory: 
Through the month of May 
2018, and into June 2018, the 
Department of Conversation and 
Recreation (DCR) will commence 
sidewalk improvement work along 
Park Drive (the residential side) 
in the City of Boston between 
approximately Peterborough 
Street and Brookline Avenue from 
7 - 3 p.m. A detour route will be 
clearly marked and a police detail 
will be on site. 

RED SOX GAMES
The Red Sox will return home 

on Friday, May 25, for an evening 
game against the Atlanta Braves. 
They will continue the series for 
two afternoon games at 1 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

This will be followed by a three-
day stint against the Toronto Blue 
Jays beginning with an afternoon 
game Monday, May 28, followed 
by two evening games Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

MASSPORT AIRPLANE 
NOISE COMPLAINT 
LINE

Residents who are being dis-
turbed by airplane noise are 
encouraged to call the MassPort 
Noise Hotline 24 hours a day. The 
phone number is (617) 561-3333.

By Beth Treffeisen 

Last summer, residents in the 
Fenway endured construction 
zones, water shut-offs and addi-
tional traffic when Boston Water 
and Sewer Commission (BWSC) 
replaced the water main through-
out the neighborhood. 

Now, that the spring has come, 
restoration to the sidewalks, road-
ways and green spaces are expect-
ed to start mid-June, with con-
struction taking about 10 to 14 
days per street. Letters to home 
owners in the area will be sent out 
two weeks before construction is 
expected to begin with notice to 
move cars the night before. 

The announcement came during 
a public meeting on Monday, May 
21, at the Fenway Community 
Center, put on by State Rep.  
Chynah Tyler and BWSC repre-
sentatives. 

The purpose of this project was 

to upgrade the water, sewer and 
drainage systems within Brookline 
Avenue from Riverway to Fenway. 

The work under this contract 
included the replacement of 3,640 
feet of water mains, replacement 
of 1,355 feet of sewer pipes, reha-
bilitation of 1,320 feet of sewer 
and drain pipes, and installation 
of temporary water bypass for 
customers with connection on 
Brookline Avenue. 

Construction for the proj-
ect ended by last November, but 
repaving of the sidewalks and 
roads and restoration to the green 
spaces were held over until this 
spring. 

It wasn’t only BWSC doing work 
along the roadways. National Grid 
followed their construction along 
the same route, but in the opposite 
direction in an effort to fix gas 
leaks that have been killing some 
trees in the area. 

But with the Massachusetts 

Department of Conservation 
(DCR) owning the green areas 
breaking up the roads, and BWSC 
doing construction, followed by 
work by National Grid, it is mak-
ing it difficult to point to who is 
responsible for fixing what. 

“If it is us, we’ll take care of it,” 
said a project manager for BWSC. 

After everyone has gone through 
and done their work, BWSC will 
return to do a quick survey to see 
if they need to do any more work. 

Residents voiced concern that it 
might be too late already to restore 
the grass because a lot of foot 
traffic is expected from upcoming 
Red Sox games and other summer 
activities. 

Regardless if the seeds take or 
not, it is up to DCR to determine 
if what they restored is up to 
standard or not. If they need to 
come back and redo it, BWSC will 
have to. 

In addition, BWSC representa-

tive said they hope to do the whole 
re-pavement of Hemenway Street, 
that also had a lot of repair work 
done last year, this upcoming June.

A resident asked if anyone was 
coordinating between all the agen-
cies involved, and Tyler replied, 
“That’s the question of the century.

“There are a lot of quasi-rela-
tionships and no one e-mail chain 
where everyone is all on,” said 
Tyler. “It is up to the elected offi-
cials to act as liaisons on this.”

For updates and more informa-
tion on the project visit BWSC.org. 
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Exclusive Marketing Agent for Four Seasons Private Residences, One Dalton Street, Boston

20 BEACON STREET PH
3 Beds | 3.2 Baths | 3,672 SQFT

$5,900,000

172 NEWBURY STREET •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM

451 MARLBOROUGH #1W
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 1,700 SQFT

$2,650,000

341 MARLBOROUGH #5
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 1,675 SQFT

$3,700,000

New
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ric
e!

33 BRIMMER ST PH
2 Beds |2.5 Baths | 1,838 SQFT

$2,769,000

167 COMM AVE PH
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,027 SQFT

$3,200,000

New
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e!
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